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were kept in a good state of preservation until
after the close of the Civil War, but they be-
came obsolete with the introduction of steel
ships and the development of high-power
rifled guns afloat. The policies of defence laid
down by the fortifications board of 1816 are in
general those being followed to-day, and the
fortifications built under its project have exer-
cised no little influence upon the history of the
country. Other boards have since investigated
and improved fortifications; as the Gun
Foundry Board (1883); The Endicott Board
(1886). Congress from time to time authorized
departures from the original scheme, which,
however, forms the basis of our present sys-
tem of fortification. In February, 1915, a
board was created in the War Department
known as the Board of Review, to be a con-
tinuing board to pass on all matters relating
to the devision, extension, or improvement of
existing or projected fortifications. The de-
velopments of war material brought out by the
Great War of Europe necessitated a revision
and extension of many of the coast fortifica-
tions. Consult Fiebeger's Permanent Fortifica-
tion and his Field Fortification; Clarke's For-
tification (1907); Engineer's Field Manual, U.
S. Army (1907); Notes on Field Fortification
(Army Service Schools, Fort Leavenworth,
Kans.); Reports of the U. S. War Department.

Fort Jay, U. S. military post on Governor's
Island, New York Harbor, formerly known as
Fort Columbus. The present fortifications
were built in 1806, upon the site of an earlier
earthwork.

Fort Leavenworth, a U. S. military post
in Leavenworth Co., Kansas, 10 m. n.w. of
Kansas City. It was established in 1827 to
protect the Santa Fe" trail. A large garrison is
stationed here, and it is the seat of the Army
Service Schools and an important military
prison.

Fort Lee, borough, New Jersey, Bergen co.,
on the Hudson River, at the lower end of the
Palisades, and opposite the upper part of Man-
hattan Island. It is the western terminus of
the Washington Bridge, During the American
Revolution a fort occupied the site of the town
and here General Greene narrowly escaped
capture by Cornwallis. A memorial shaft was
erected by the State and the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution in 1908; p. 9,468.

Fort McHenry, a former U. S. military
post, one of the defences of Baltimore, Md., on
Whetstone Point; established in 1794. A
British fleet under Admiral Cockburn bom-
barded it in September, 1814, but was unable
to reduce it. This bombardment inspired

Fort  Smith

Francis Scott Key to write 'The Star-Spangled
Banner/
Fort Madison, city, Iowa, county seat of
Lee co., on the Mississippi River. The city is
the seat of a State penitentiary. It has many
machine shops and factories and mills. The
first settlement was made in 1808, at the time
of the erection of the old fort, which was
burned in 1813; p. 14,063.
Fort Monroe, or Fortress Monroe, fort
and U. S. military post, Virginia, located at
Old Point Comfort. Together with Fort Wool,
it commands the entrance to Hampton Roads
and is the headquarters of the coast defences of
Chesapeake Bay. Jefferson Davis was im-
prisoned here for two years, after the Civil
War.
Fort Montgomery, built in 1777 near
West Point to protect the Hudson River from
the British fleet.
Fort Myers, city, Florida. It is a popular
resort for fishermen and sportsmen, and has
canning and fishing industries; p. 10,604.
Fort Plain, village, New York, Montgom-
ery co. It manufactures silk, paper, flour; p.
2,906. The village was settled in 1832.
Fortress, the term sometimes used to denote
a large permanent fortification or a number of
forts. In the United States the only use of
the term is in Fortress Monroe, an alternative
name for Fort Monroe.
Forts. The term fort, hi its strictest sense,
is defined as 'a single enclosed work capable of
independent defence; any fortification having
a scarp and ditch, parapet or stockade, held by
a garrison.' In the United States, however, the
word is used to denote all permanent military
posts or stations. See FORTIFICATION; COAST
ARTILLERY; ARMY OF THE U. S.
Fort Schuyler, U. S. military post, one of
the defences of the northern entrance to New
York Harbor. It is a sub-post of Fort Totten.
The post was established in 1856; although
fortification began in 1833. It occupies for its
reservation 52 acres on Throgg's Neck, L. I.
Fort Scott, city, Kansas, county seat of
Bourbon co. The city is the seat of the State
Normal Academy. It has many industrial
establishments. The surrounding country is a
region of unusual fertility and the city is a
shipping point; p. 10,557.
Fort Smith, city, Arkansas, county seat of
Sebastian co. The old fort and the national
cemetery are features of interest. Industries
include lumber mills, iron and steel rolling
mills. The city is the centre of a region rich in
coal and agricultural products, and lias a
large trade; p. 36,584.